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he doors are locked, the museum is dark and lonely. All of our pictures and stories are quietly awaiting the day
we can again welcome guests. Wandering through the displays, one wonders what must have taken place a cen-
tury ago when the nation was in the throes of the dreaded Spanish Flu that killed so many. We began searching our
mvege Em—— files for recorded memories of the time when the world was hunk-
ered down in fear of that deadly disease. We came across the inter-
views conducted for a Shasta County school project in 1977....

't was-Bo bmt @ wihe ceppeemines were in full swing,
with Kennett being the largest community around, with approxi-
mately 5,000 residents.

. The Balma brothers, Jas, Tog, John and Rudy, all grew up in Ken-
nett. Their parents came from Italy in the early 1900’s and settled

in “Little Italy” (a suburb of Kennett) also known as “Dagotown”
O{ Agt %l [BRE .,/ ound 1915.
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- Mr. Balma worked in the smelter for a short time and then he and
his wife managed a boarding house at the Holt & Greg Lime Quarry. After this, they moved into downtown Kennett
and operated the City Hotel and bar until the construction of Shasta Dam forced them to move.

Mike Bellone spent much of his early life in Kennett and was also a friend
of the Balmas. His father (like the Balmas) came from Italy. Around 1900,
his father arrived in Kennett with $40 in his pocket. A friend from the “old [
country” convinced him to open a business around the mines thinking it
would be profitable. It was. Eventually they bought the Corona Hotel.

Mike was employed by the Southern Pacific Railroad and earned $4.88 a
day removing slag from the tracks. Afterwards, he got a job in a local store §
for $145 a month and stayed there until he left Kennett in 1926. He and Jas §
Balma, his delivery boy and some 10 years younger than he, shared their
memories of life in Kennett for the interviews.

In one transcribed interview, Jas recalled that scary time of the Spanish Flu. Jas thought he was about five years old
when the Spanish Flu epidemic struck in 1918 and Kkilled so many people. “Everyone in “Dagotown” and Kennett
wore masks, and I can remember watching from my parent’s porch as they brought dead bodies by in baskets. They
were just regular baskets covered with a lid.”

Yes, even then—in the wilds of northern California, no one was really safe. But, just as we ultimately suffered many
other tragedies through the years, life did go on and we have survived as a human family. This current virus crisis
has us in its grip right now, with many tragedies, inconveniences and life-style changes.

However, the | ights wildl come on |ittle by I|little,
once again open our doors and wel come YOU!
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This is Bert Boothroyd’s story. (As you read this, picture the adventures of a
young boy, or this might even remind you of your own young adventures.)

Shasta Lake was filled to the brim. People lefttheir doors unlocked, looked in on
each other, and felt good about their country. The story opening is reminiscent of a
Norman Rockwell poster.

S ome things one never forgets, it was Christmas morning in 1946..... the excite- S
ment of finding under the glitter of the multi-colored tree lights and tlnsel was a princess doll for
my sister, Alice, and a red scooter for me. | was six years old.

I can still recall the smell of fresh red paint, seeing rubber handgrips, fat tires, and a rear wheel foot
brake...it was beautiful. On flat sidewalk, with a couple of hard kicks, I could glide freely with the wind rush-
ing in on my ruddy freckled face. This two-wheeled miracle was my ticket to freedom and adventure.

My favorite thing to do was to ride from our house on 3821 Willow Street to visit mom and dad (Hazel and
Tom, the Postmaster) at the Central Valley Post office’, located just north of the Big
Dipper and next to Campbell's hardware store.

The trip was nearly a mile and was always eventful, as I had favorite stops along the way.
(Today, parents would never consider letting a six-year old ride in private backyards
much less this far alone.) The route from our house »

was dirt except for two sections of sidewalk before H
and after the pedestrian tunnel’ under the South-

were friendly, for what must have been a heavy barrage of pestering ques-
tions amid interruptions to their business and personal lives. Y O
he trip began from Rudy & Silvia Olson's dirt driveway directly across the street from our house
then bumping and braking downhill along the dirt path bordering Alice Woods's lower back yard. The
yard had two huge gray, wood lifeboats among scattered piles of heavy smelly rope, metal flotation tanks,
moldy life jackets and long oars scattered among the brush and manzanita.
Alice's husband "Woody" had recently returned from the South Pacific and like so many WWII veterans
took advantage of a vast surplus of inexpensive boats, jeeps, and equipment to be admired as remnants of a
hard-fought victory. Everyone was talking about the war.
Our weekly Saturday matinee at Shasta Theatre often depicted naval battles with lifeboats just like those.
We boarded the boats and rowed to imaginative far off places in search of sea adventure. Never once were
we ever turned down for one of our voyages...it never occurred to us to ask permission of use from Woody,
as by our standards, they were just adrift at sea collecting water from the rain.

Moving on, the dirt path ended at Red Bluff Street adjacent to Jake
Berkland’s Public Market'which had an un-even sidewalk around the
north and west side. As you entered the store, the ice cream bars were 4
to the left and candy to the right. The butcher shop was in the back |
next to the walk-in coolers...the aroma of sawdust and fresh meat. The
butcher would give you a (free) hot dog, but you had to ask...

Directly across the street was the Volney Pharmacy. Volney
Bursell seldom smiled or talked and wore a blue smock. The store
was not very interesting except for the comic books stacked to the
left of the north door entrance. Volney always seemed to disappear 2
from behind the counter in the back as he was busy filling small bottles with pills for the customer.
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In looking back today, I realize how blessed I am to have grown up in the wonderful
town of Central Valley and to have parents that had enough trust in me to allow the freedom to
explore on my own those places and people who lived there. Bert Boot
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