hhat¢h2b a!{9'a b92{[9¢¢Ow
68 GKS {KFadl [
+2fdzyY§S Hwm |

co b20SYdoSNk5S0SY9

Wrapplng up this year with a few plctures from the October
Me\\mbershl lAp,preciat qm Di i
.&rade and the ‘ llda)pBgﬂz%tar.’\lpLunteéfs a“tth%\ <04

Boomto\ﬁﬁr Mlgséum ar@éend’ ing gooa W|shes for a I\’?terry\Qhrlstmag
and the’ very best'in the coming New Year! -

b

".

ey il

SN THANKS2 2 dzNJ + h [
8 yR IAD aK2LJ) a
N Thank you all for keepin

try t c ate but we are not |I|ia e fo b kaed an.onpsny
tographs or materi al used may not be reprinted or reproduced wit
Thank you, Darlene V. Brown, Editor and Pete Droesch, Assistlant

1S 1AaG2NRO|t {20A

nner thf,,e Noven



THE MECHANICAL MULE
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WWII Mark 1l Bomb Trailer by John Duckett

|l 6dm excited to display my 1944
11,000 Ib inert practice bomb in the Shasta Lake Heritage and Historical S¢
tyéds Boomt own Museum. restotatiom af the tatlel ty
showhow it was used in WWII. | discovered the trailer a couple of years
i near San Diego. The trailers are highly sought after, so | was happy to find
Believe it or not) found the 1,000 Ibpractice bomb along the alley i
he City of Shasta Lake near the Pizza Factory many years ago. The b
are really hard to find, so Was happy to find it so close to home to go alg
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with the bomb trailer.

The trailers were used to move t
bombs from the bomb storage areas

the aircraft for loading. The trailers ha
slides that allowed the bombs to be Sitss
onto the trailers. Although rare toda
they were an integral piece of equ
| ment used at airfields, primarily in t
¥ Pacific Theatre of Operations, to load
* | the bombers during World War 1.
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nautical miles they

travelled.
ANCHOR
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Kirch Family Joins Depression Er ¢

NOTE: The photos shown, unl ess captioned, are from
have family pictures during this time but the photos
told to Lena Locke by her mother, Mary |

In1933, Jaceh t& Rdse h and their se\
mi dwestern American families, ma
old battered pickup truck to the we
Wor k was scarce in Kansas during
year s. Many roads were not paved a
ney west, but they bumped al ong, C
rivers when possi bl e. Many ot her
camping was the mode of t hee i dad.or |
fsharing what t hey had adl omgc h.heMavy

pot of stew or beans, a quilt, but
The Kirch family arrived in southern Californi
etables & cotton at the local farms. The seven Kirch chil -

dren | ived in a tent at 0 N acec
Etta |lived in a tent at a | J
son, would cook pancakes o a
skill et adding cocoa e
younger children. They h ay
the kids never ¢&dmplhadiafyed.ad(

take a slice of flatbread : - : § €
with jam made from the ovVverj o oWl I C
was very little play time : " a
the fields. S %
Eventually, the Kirch family worked their way
The Kirches settled down to stay, about a mile ¢
or electricity. As there were no jobs at that ti
Sacramento River. Jacob was able to gather enou
going tild]l 1938 when he found work running a con
or belt that began at Turtle Bay on the Sacr ame
bled the 9.6 miles on the massive conveyor belt
used i n the cement. (Today, the Monolith at Tur
struction.)

After the construction of the conveyor belt, Ja
of Shasta Dam. He had been an ironworker on othe
eventually be submerged by the water of Shasta L
house on Deer Creek Road in Boomtown (having bee
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When WWI I started, the family moved to San Fr
Navy. Their youngelBud&iomgh 1j8oiyreead toHed Ar my and w
accident during the war. Wh e p 7 L epnded, t h
family moved back to Centr g ]

on Deer Creek road. With t c ha
of fDrmen  h odaubseeisng sol d and

acres they purchased on Pi sou
ding/ Bonneyview area. Over ponto
sides of the Dam house to Kir
l ings stil/l l i ving at home

Not e: When the construction ni s
was the need &ohoudiengvor Klee - ; : ;

Dam Village south of the con ’ Rt he
Toyon where the US Bureau offl% SSSPEs e : - EEGEE
lived, were sold on the mar kAF TSN & can
all over Shasta County. [ kKwY al NEX .Af-Di}I(ZN.B/ﬁS‘l

As the 3 sons & 3 daughtel YR WHOl@ CNRy Y &ERYL 0

hel ped each couple build a house on the acreage
each with a | arge orchard and horse pasture behi
Rosket®8ahouse the whole | ength of all the houses
cles from one end to the otd&EedafPonktudlssnomwed ac:
rence including all the neighbors!

After the building of Shasta Dam, the Kirch fa

the north state. They | eased a ranch in Weed in
the early 1950s and bought the Jones Valley Res
Vall ey store and renovated the docks while their
rode horses, hunted and fished, and spent their

fornia and southern Oregon.

Jacob &EtRoaseeventually retired to their family f
and vegetables from their truck garden. Jacob s
mento River that was within walking distance of
ed as he said he did his best t hi ' - t |

ti mesd déame if he caufEht af isplenor 99¢¢! ! b5 |W h
baking pies, sewing quilts, and — N .l 13
marry and have children of their

Shasta Dam not only stopped the odi
Sacramento Vall ey, but the buil di or
the lives around for many migrat. ami
sion year s, and it brought many ru
state. And, | i ke my family, many [ | i
of Shasta Dam to build the North [ t he
we all call h®thwer.y by Lena Locke, AL
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1943 Steel Cent and 1944Shell Case Cents

Have you ever discovered old pennies as collectibles? During World War |l, pennies produced in
1943 had a unique color. We are pleased to showcase these coins in the Boomtown Museum thanks
to one of our members, John Gibson, from Fountain Hills, AZ. John visited the museum with Director
Rick Fox and generously donated these collectibles to enhance our military display.

Due to wartime needs, Copper was deemed essential for ammunition
and other military equipment. This demand led to a shortage of Cop-

per for other uses, such as the One Cent piece. The Philadelphia,
Denver, and San Francisco Mints produced 1943 Lincoln Cents. The

.. |coins were Zinc -coated steel with some of the various nicknames,

B¢ [such as wartime cent, steel penny, zinc cent , and steelie.

Problems arose with the steel cents. The coins were made from large
galvanized steel ribbons and then stamped -out. The edges of the coins

were not galvanlzed This exposed edge of steel would corrode or rust from sweat. Freshly minted,
the bright Zinc coating was mistaken for dimes. Magnets in vending machines would pick them
out as a steel slug.

After public outcry, the Mint developed a process whereby salvaged brass
shell casings were alloyed with pure Copper. This resulted in a penny close
to the composition of the 1941  -42.

This new alloy was used for the 1944  -46 dated cents.
After 1946, the prewar composition was resumed. Af-

% ter the war, the Mint destroyed large numbers of the
1943 steel cents.

As an aside, the Mint did learn a lesson from the
1943 Steel Cent with its corrosion problems. When
the Silver in the dime became worth more than the
face value of ten cents, the Mint issued the dime (presently in circulation)

with a Copper sandwich (no corrosion). {i2NxASa o0& wAaO]l C2E

SHORT SNORTER

Around 100 years ago, a O0Short Snortdé was a slang te
a little extra profit and the customer could claim to his moderation. Friends could get together, pass around the lig-
uor bottle and have a O0Osnortao.

Before World War I, pilots started the tradition of signing bank notes (usually a Dollar Bill) and exchanging signed
bills with fellow pilots and crew members. If they met again,
they could be challenged |[to |
Snorter. 6 1If they <could not
drinks was on them!

This bill is part of the military memorabilia on display in the
Boomtown Museum honoring Veterand.ooking closely,

you wil|l see the signatunes
also donated to our collection by John Gibson, Fountain
Hills, AZ.
The | ongest 0Short Snortel|rbd
was reportedly assembled by Captain John L. Gillen, a stenographer in the UJS. Ar-
my Air Corps (presentl ay U. S. Air Force) in the early 1940¢@s.

measured over 100 feet!

Shown is picture from the National WWII Museum archives showing a collection of
Short Snorter bills visit their site for more information on this military tradition.
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